
The Analysis and Comparison of Footwear Impression Evidence 

Course Description 
Many criminals are aware of leaving fingerprints at a crime scene 

and therefore take measures to minimize their risk of doing so. 

However, they typically don't consider depositing footwear 

impressions, thus leaving a wealth of evidence to be discovered. 

Sadly, footwear impressions are by far the most overlooked, 

improperly documented and under-collected types of forensic 

evidence, even though they may provide direct linkage between the 

victim, suspect and/or location. 

It is well understood that footwear examiners must be well versed in 

all aspects of footwear evidence including detection, documentation, 

collection, examination, issuing reports and courtroom testimony. 

Therefore, this hands-on course will provide instruction and practical 

application on the necessary aspects of footwear documentation and 

collection to confidently detect, photograph, collect/preserve crime 

scene impressions and to create known standards. However, this 

class will spend the main portion of the class on the examination of 

footwear evidence. All students will acquire new knowledge, skills 

and abilities from this class to better perform their job as a footwear 

examiner. 

Target Audience 
This course is appropriate for all forensics professionals involved in 

the examination of footwear impression evidence including both 

novice and experienced examiners. Footwear examiners of all 

experience levels will benefit from course content covering current 

issues, research, processing techniques and other resources to help 

remain current in the field. This course should be considered for any 

forensic professional who supervises, conducts or is interested in 

examining footwear impression evidence. A foundational knowledge 

of forensic evidence is beneficial prior to attending this course. 

Must Bring to Class 
Students should wear appropriate business casual clothing for both 

indoor/outdoor practical exercises. There is the potential (but not 

likely) for clothing to be ruined during the practical exercises due to 

the type of work being conducted. Students are asked to bring the 

following: writing instruments of several colors (highlighters or 

pens), magnifying glass (for comparison exercises), calipers or 

measuring device, digital camera with instruction manual (SLR 

preferred), lens, batteries for camera and flash, digital media, 

off-camera flash and instruction manual, remote cord, tripod, and 

laptop computer with Adobe Photoshop. These items are not 

required to attend class but are strongly recommended to enhance 

the learning experience. 

Class instructor: 
Jons. Byrd, MSFS, 

CLPE. CFWE 

Course Logistics 

When: 

October 14-18, 2024 

Class Times: 

08:00 AM - 05:00 PM 

Where: 

Tennessee Bureau of 

Investigation 901 R.S. Gass Blvd. 

Nashville.TN 37216 

Tuition: 

$650.00 

This course approved for 

I.A.I. Certification & Re-certification

Local Contact 

Paige Yawn 

Special Agent/ Forensic Scientist 

Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 

615-7 44-4486

Paige.Yawn@tbi.tn.gov 
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Comments on Training Site:
Please check in with the Uniformed Officer at the front desk and he/she will direct 
you to a training room.

https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/nashville/bnamp/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-EX-_-US-_-BNAMP

